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To live a life of Thanksgiving! 
 

Please read Deuteronomy 26:1-11, before you read the article. 
 
I have read a very interesting comment about a legal principle which I didn’t know exited, - but how could I, I 
am not a lawyer - and the principle is known as: "possession is nine-tenths of the law." 
  
I did a Google search and this is what Wikipedia came up with: Possession is nine-tenths of the law is an 
expression meaning that ownership is easier to maintain if one has possession of something, or difficult to 
enforce if one does not. Although the principle is an oversimplification, it can be restated as: "In a property 
dispute (whether real or personal), in the absence of clear and compelling testimony or documentation to the 
contrary, the person in actual, custodial possession of the property is presumed to be the rightful owner. The 
shirt or blouse you are currently wearing is presumed to be yours, unless someone can prove that it is not. 
 
It seems to me that Deuteronomy 26:1-11 suggests a similar theological principle: that thanksgiving is nine-
tenths of possession.  
 
Deuteronomy 26 looks ahead to the future when the people of Israel will have been in the land promised to 
them by God long enough to have planted their first crops. By the basic legal principle of "possession is nine-
tenths of the law" they will by then have already possessed the land. However, on the theological level there 
would still be something missing from the equation. 
 
What is missing? Saying thank you: gratitude is missing.  
 
Ever noticed how smaller children when they receive a gift from some family member at Christmas or for a 
birthday and become so caught up in the excitement of the gift that the parents have to stop them and remind 
them of an important part of receiving the gift? Children of every generation have heard their parents ask that 
same leading question: now what do you say...? The words parents want to hear, of course, are: thank you.  
 
So, though the people of Israel had been in the Promised Land long enough after the exodus from Egypt to 
prepare the fields, plant their seeds and grow and harvest their crops, their possession of the land wasn't truly 
complete. There was still one final element to the equation, and that element was thanksgiving to God. It was 
not until the people took the first fruit of the land and lay it before God that they were truly able to declare that 
they had come into the land that God had sworn to give to their ancestors (1-3).  
 
The deep theological principle here is that we don't really possess the gifts of God until we give thanks for 
them. Thanksgiving is nine-tenths of possession. 
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Deuteronomy 26 reveals that Biblical thanksgiving has a specific shape and a structure to it: 
 
First, thanksgiving is an intentional act of our will.  
 
Thanksgiving and gratitude is not just a spontaneous emotional response. It is part of the joy of being in a 
relationship with a caring and loving God. Thanksgiving and gratitude is something that can and should be 
planned for in advance and, to a certain degree, scheduled so as not to be forgotten. Perhaps, you too, have 
experienced the shame of a "thank you" that was forgotten and thereby put a close relationship under some 
strain. The opposite of that is the fun involved in planning out a surprise thank you to someone who has been a 
blessing to you. 
 
Secondly, Biblical thanksgiving usually involves surrender and sacrifice.  
 
There is a certain amount of risk in offering up the first fruits of the crop. Those first fruits are sometimes the 
best of the crop; they are certainly a sure thing. There is no guarantee the rest of the crop will come in; the land 
may flood, locusts may come and devour the rest or sickness and injury may prevent the owner from getting the 
harvest in on time. The offering up of the first fruits is an intentional and sacrificial act of faith in the continuing 
blessings of God. The amazing thing that people of faith have discovered down through the ages is that 
sacrificial giving back to God in thanksgiving doesn't really leave you poorer. Martin Luther's experience 
speaks of this when he once said: I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I 
have placed in God's hands that I still possess. 
 
Being thankful for the gifts of God, chief among them being the gift of God's love in Christ Jesus should keep 
on growing in our lives in very practical ways. 
 
I need to always remind myself when I deal with smaller joy snatchers in my life, snatchers that want to steel 
my spirit of growing thanksgiving in my heart, of the story about a Faith Conference many years ago. At one of 
their fully booked conferences they had a fairly large group of people that would not have seating at the 
conference. To solve the problem the organizers decided to use narrower chairs. This resulted in many people 
complaining about everyone being so crowded. One of the guest speakers at the evening session heard about the 
complaints and happened to be an individual that have been left paralyzed and wheel chair bound as a child 
after an accident. After being rolled onto the stage that evening as the key note speaker the opening sentence 
was: I understand some of you don’t like the chair in which you are sitting. Neither do I, but I have about a 
thousand handicapped friends who would gladly trade places with you in an instant. 
 
Thanksgiving and gratitude is to major in the grace of God! 
 
Rev Johan 
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Workshop Opportunity- Come Learn About Intergenerational Ministry! 

Do you support the idea of Intergenerational Ministry? Would you like to learn more about it? The Christian 
Education Committee together with Knox Session is hosting a “Leader Lab” on Tuesday October 22nd.  We will 
begin at 6pm with a potluck dinner and fellowship and continue with the workshop at 7:00pm. Our presenter 
will be Cathy Pettibone from Gen-On Ministries. Bring along your favourite dish and come and get to know 
Cathy and learn about Intergenerational Ministry at Knox Church.  Please let Nancy Stepien know you are 
coming by e-mailing nstepien@rogers.com. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Church School Chatter 
 
Classes are up and running in Church School. A huge thank you to Nancy 
Stepien, Gerda Trollip, Deb Nash-Chambers, Judy Steer, Mel McGurrin, 
Rachel Fishback, Grace Kim and Christin Johnson for volunteering their time 
and talents to lead our kids! They are the best! And a huge shout out to our 
teens who also come and help out in classes… we couldn’t do it without you! 
 
Classes are located as follows: JK – SK – Gr 1 in the Linda Kenny Room, 
Grade 2, 3, 4 in the Zander Dunn Room and Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 in the 
Library. Any parents who have not had a chance to fill in a Church School 

information form for your children should speak with Karen during coffee hour to get one. 
 
There will be no classes on Sunday October 6 (The Run for the Cure) or on Sunday October 13 
(Thanksgiving Sunday). There will be some activity sheets for the kids to work on while they worship with 
their families. Coming up in December, we will enjoy our combined Church School and LOGOS Christmas 
Pageant. This will be held on Sunday December 8, so please plan to attend! The kids do a lot of work in 
preparation for this, and everyone always enjoys their efforts. Following worship, we will all enjoy Birthday 
Cake for baby Jesus during coffee hour. 
 
If you have any questions about the church school program at Knox, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Blessings 
Karen 
 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Saving time ends at 2:00 a.m. Sunday, November 3, 2019 – you 

get to sleep a little longer!  
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Fall Festival:  Our tables for Fall Festival are 

just about at capacity! To date we have 

requests for 30 tables for the event. This 

promises to be a great day~!. Now we need 

some help! We need Greeters, Runners 

Friday afternoon/evening and Saturday, tea 

room servers, raffle table helpers, sellers at 

the Knox tables, and help with clean up after 

the event. If you can help out with any of 

these jobs, see the sign up list in Metcalfe 

Hall or speak with Lindsay Redpath or Karen 

Bellamy. 

 

 

 

 

Your Congregational Life Committee 

   

Brings You The Following  

~ Upcoming Event ~ 

 

Sunday, November 3 – 175th Anniversary Luncheon, 

Metcalf Hall 

Save the date.  This anniversary luncheon event will happen after worship service at 12:00 noon.  Further 

detailed information will occur in the fall on this milestone celebration.  Tickets will go on sale in October.   
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Musical Notes  
By Chris Fischer, Pastoral Musician 

 

“Happy Anniversary!” 
 

On Sunday, November 3, All Saints Sunday in our liturgical calendar, Knox Presbyterian Church, Guelph, will 
celebrate its 175th anniversary as a congregation. That is one of those “big numbers” that serve as a kind of 
special marker in a group’s history… Should we be getting a pin or a plaque or something? But seriously, as I 
was reflecting on the significance of 175 years in the life of a faith community, it occurred to me that we, as a 
congregation, should look not to past milestones but to future opportunities: to reach out to the rapidly changing 
and growing city outside our doors, and to seek to understand, and to walk alongside, our neighbours in this 
unique corner of the world. 
 
In the first century CE, the early followers of Jesus were about doing the same thing: taking their experience of 
the Risen Christ out into the world, but not to conquer it; rather, to learn together about what God is doing in it. 
In Canada, at least for much of the past 175 years, I believe that many Christians – Presbyterians and others – 
got this precisely backwards. Our ancestors in faith have given us in 2019 much to celebrate, but also much to 
confess: residential schools and forced assimilation of Indigenous people, environmental degradation in the 
name of progress, and a tendency to be suspicious of outsiders and those who differ from the majority culture. 
 
How can we at Knox, Guelph in 2019 look forward with hope, and with fresh eyes, to discover what God may 
be saying to us now? How can we help our land and its people, both Indigenous and settler, on a path to healing 
and sustainability for the future? Coincidentally, in addition to marking our 175th anniversary as a congregation, 
2019 also marks the 25th anniversary of the Presbyterian Church in Canada’s official apology to First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis Canadians for our denomination’s part in the federal government’s residential school system. 
Here in 2019 is an opportunity to address the need for justice and reconciliation with our Indigenous siblings, as 
well as to celebrate the hope and the promise of renewal represented by this place, Guelph, which is located at 
the intersection of the Speed and Eramosa Rivers. The meeting of two rivers for many cultures represents the 
meeting of different peoples and customs, a gathering on common ground to celebrate with and learn from one 
another, so that when we leave for home, we do so as changed people – different from when we came. We can 
remember where we came from, and look forward to where we may be headed, with purpose and hope for what 
God may have in store. 
 
There will be a special gathering of people from all faiths, taking place on the afternoon of our Anniversary 
service and lunch, Sunday, November 3, at 4:00 PM, at Harcourt Memorial United Church, 87 Dean Avenue in 
Guelph. Admission is free (donations accepted for Two Rivers Festival and Kairos), and there is plenty of 
parking. The Inshallah Choir will lead a time of singing songs from around the world about the sacredness of, 
and spiritual life represented by, water, and its centrality in bringing about greater justice and equality for those 
affected by climate change. (Inshallah – the name means “God Willing” in Arabic – is a group of about 150 
people, from all over the Waterloo/Guelph region, based at Waterloo’s Martin Luther University College, and 
including members representing Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and other traditions.)   
 
Water, according to Anishinaabe teaching, is life. It is held to be the carrier of memory, as it moves from the 
past into the future. I invite you, after lunch on November 3, to take an hour and a half and walk with us as we 
sing, pray, and reflect on the water that moves through the heart of Guelph. Together, we can connect Knox 
Presbyterian Church to the wider community, as we walk together into the next 175 years. 
 
Peace. 
Chris 
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Look Into God’s Word 
 
Who is this man who says he is God?  Some of the claims of Jesus: 
 
I AM the light of the world. John8:12 
I CAME from God.    John 8:42 
I AM the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the father except by me.            John14:6 
I AM the First and the Last Revelation 44:6 
I AM the Living One  Revelation 1:18 
I was dead and I AM alive for ever and ever.  Revelation 1:17 & 18 
I AM the Resurrection and the Life.  John11:25 
 
“Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole 

world would not have room for the books that would be written.” John 21:25 

 

 Heavenly Father, thank you for the joy and wonder of 

the autumn season. As we spend this time with friends and 

family, help us remember the many blessing you have 

bestowed upon us. As we reflect on the end of the harvest time, 

help us remember that you are in the business of bringing life 

out of death and that spring will always come again. I’m 

thankful for my new home and for my family too, and for the blessings I received 

the whole year through and especially from Knox members for their prayers and 

support. Have a wonderful blessed Thanksgiving. Mary Johnston  
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Scottish Roots of Knox Presbyterian Church, Guelph  
 
 Knox was founded in 1844. Our first church building was erected in 1847 on a lot on Yarmouth Street 
granted by the Canada Company whose superintendent was John Galt - a Scottish novelist, adventurer, 
and native of Irvine, Scotland who actively recruited Scottish immigrants to settle in the Guelph Block. 
Most Scottish immigrants were welcomed because they had money to invest in the town lots and the 
wooded tracts of future farmland being sold at inflated prices. 

Scottish immigration to the Guelph Block continued even after the Canada Company dismissed John Galt 
due the charity he showed to a group of impoverished Scots. In 1827 the British Consul at New York sent 
a group of destitute Catholic Highland Scottish immigrants, known as the La Guayrans to the Guelph 
Block. They were refugees rescued from an emigration disaster in South America. These immigrants 
settled on the Elora Road in a section called the Scotch Block. Galt’s charitable offer of food, shelter and 
special payment terms for the acquisition of company land to the MacTavishes, Gillies, Reids, Campbells, 
and other families contributed to his being dismissed in 1829. Until 1840 most Guelph Block settlers 
were Scots who farmed, started mills, worked in the stone industry, were tradesmen, or were merchants. 
Scottish immigrants were among the early settlers of the Paisley Block west of the village of Guelph, and 
the townships of Puslinch, Guelph and Eramosa.  Many of these families were founding members of our 
congregation. 

The first Presbyterian Church in the Guelph Block met in an all-purpose frame building called the Priory 
which served as a headquarters for the Canada Company, an inn, a school, a post office, and on Sunday’s 
it was a church. Eventually St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church evolved from these humble beginnings. 
Guelph’s first Scottish settlers were a canny lot when it came to finances – most had 
been United Presbyterians in Scotland.  However, in the Scottish tradition of careful financial 
management, they chose a Church of Scotland affiliation due to its financial advantages which included a 
120-pound grant from the colonial government for aligning with the Church of Scotland. Due to this 
decision the Canada Company awarded the Presbyterians a 50-pound grant, a glebe lot at Woolwich 
Street and Speedvale Avenue, and a land grant to build a church at the present site of City Hall. 

Scots are known, not only for their frugality but also for their tenacity in disagreements. On May 18, 1843, 
after 10 years of arguing about Church doctrine, Professor Thomas Chalmers led almost half of the 
Presbyterians in Scotland away from the Church of Scotland to form the evangelical Free Kirk of Scotland. 
This event is known as The Disruption. The Evangelicals of the denomination felt there should be a 
separation of Church and State and wanted to disassociate from the Church of Scotland which was the 
established government-funded Church. A year later, Free Kirk supporters in Guelph founded two new 
congregations. One being the United Presbyterian Church in 1845, and called First Presbyterian Church, 
built at the corner of Dublin and Cambridge streets. It closed in 1882. The 2nd break-away congregation 
met at the Town Hall and other locations until 1847 when Knox Presbyterian Church was completed on 
Yarmouth Street.  

Knox later established a larger place of worship here at 20 Quebec Street at a cost of $18,000, and built on 
a lot sold to the congregation for $1.00 by Knox trustee Evan Macdonald. (So that would bring the total 
cost of erecting the church to $18,001.00!). The building was dedicated in January in 1869. In 1904, 
Knox Presbyterian Church was restored after it had been ravaged by fire. Over the past 145 years this 
building has been renovated and expanded to meet new needs. Recently the sanctuary was redecorated 
and with the present format we have much more flexibility. 
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In its first decades, and in true Scottish fashion disagreements arose within the congregation of Knox 
regarding such things as the length of services, the content of sermons, the place of music in public 
worship, and the use of wine in communion. The latter issue was a contributing factor in the creation 
of Chalmers Presbyterian Church on Quebec St. Locals often remarked that Presbyterians attended St. 
Andrew’s for society, Knox for propriety, and Chalmers for sobriety. In 1882 due to a declining number of 
Scots in Guelph, First Presbyterian Church closed its doors and merged with Chalmers. In contrast Knox 
remained true to its origins and grew. In 1925, Knox, chose not to join with the Methodist, 
Congregationalist, and some Presbyterian Churches, to become the United Church of Canada. In 1968 
Knox Church held the distinction of being the third largest congregation in the country. 

In the late 19th century, a new mission initiative, under the patronage of Mrs. Goldie and volunteers 
resulted in Knox sponsoring St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church on Morris Street as an east-end outreach 
mission and Sunday School to help the working -class families of the Ward, and to address the spiritual & 
educational needs of workers and their families, as well as offering social activities for adults and 
children. In 1956, the Knox congregation established a new Sunday School in the rapidly growing north-
east end of town. Three years later the two congregations merged to create Westminster-St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church on Victoria Road. 

The women of Knox have been actively involved in community service and mission work for the past 160 
years. Since the 1960s, women have been increasingly influential in the lay leadership of Knox. Over the 
past few decades, the position of Clerk of Session has been filled by Vera Teasdale, Jessie Bush and 
currently Ann Wilson. Knox is equally proud of its tradition of welcoming female clergy as spiritual 
leaders. Knox has changed with the times and like the larger community, has become less Scottish and 
more multicultural. Despite these demographic changes, our public service tradition remains strong. 

Today outreach at Knox includes international aid for disaster relief and the educational and medical 
programs of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. As a member of CORE, Knox is dedicated to urban 
poverty relief offering financial assistance with prescription medications for those who otherwise would 
be deprived of access to this health care and the congregation is also a contributor to the food pantry at 
Chalmers Community Services on Macdonnell Street. Knox offers the ecumenical LOGOS program to the 
youth of the congregation and the wider community. The public is welcome to attend the successful, 
ongoing Wednesday noon hour concert series, and, a monthly “Seniors Connecting at Knox” program 
which is open to Guelph seniors looking for a time of welcoming fellowship which includes a home-
cooked meal. 

Generation after generation at Knox has defied the old stereotype of the tight-fisted Scot and given 
generously to congregational, community, national, and international initiatives. We are most proud of, 
and grateful for, not only the legacy that began with the early Scottish founders of Knox but also for the 
Knox Church family as it is today and what it is becoming for tomorrow. 

Written by: 

Deb Nash-Chambers    

 

 


