
Scripture Reading: Matthew4:1 – 11   

 

When I was a theological student in my 3rd year I volunteered as a 

Christian youth worker at Tsipise a very popular holiday resort in SA. 

Every morning at 10 am a small truck would go through the resort 

calling all the children to our puppet show. Guess what my role was in 

this daily puppet show?  

 

Can you believe it was my job to have the fiery red devil puppet on my 

right hand? I tried my best to tempt the other puppets in doing every 

conceivable naughtiness! The kids would really get into what was 

happening – warning the puppets of my schemes. Close to the end of 

the show I would then play the temptation game with the kids but by 

now they were so worked up and furious with the devil that they would 

have nothing of his ideas. 

  

Then came the third day of the puppet show - will I ever forget, just as 

I was settling into my role again – suddenly wham, a stone came 

through the curtain almost hitting me in the face and we heard this 

child’s voice shouting out as loud as possible - back off Satan - I 

believe he was 5 years old – that boy got so angry and fed up with my 

hand plying the devil - always trying to lead the other puppets astray 

that he couldn’t take it any longer and tried to stone the devil out of 

the show. 

  

Friends wouldn’t it be very helpful if the devil operates like Johan’s 

hand many years ago in a puppet show? Wouldn’t it be nice if we could 

just pick up a rock and throw it at him and scare him off? 

  

But we know the tempter doesn’t operate this way - the word tempter 

comes from the Greek word "diabolous" which means to split up or to 

split off. That is indeed the devil’s chief aim — to split us off from God 

— to split up those who belong together. 

 

He was trying his very best in our reading to tempt Jesus into doubting 

the care of His Father; to split Jesus from His Father in heaven and 

should this happen Jesus would also have been split off from those he 

came to save. 

 



The way in which the tempter tried to do the splitting, was to tempt 

Jesus to abuse his power for his own needs; the subtle suggestion: If 

you are the Son of God, why wait, do it yourself, help yourself and 

fulfill your basic needs for food, fame and power.  

 

These Temptations of Jesus present a microcosm of what we all 

face.  We sometimes have our own wilderness experiences and the 

tempter would like to use these experiences to split us from God 

asking the question: why doesn’t God help you; if your Father in 

heaven really cares why does he put you into this wilderness? And we 

need to choose, we need to decide either to doubt God or to trust Him.  

The tempter seeks to shatter our trust in God. He wants us to believe 

that we are solely responsible to make life work for ourselves because 

God really doesn’t care.  

 

Our reading shows the way that we can withstand temptations and 

remain faithful to God. 

  

Jesus chose God’s Word as his defence instead of the easy way out, 

just giving in to temptation.  But let’s not forget that living a life 

faithful to God isn’t just plain sailing all the way, we will many a time 

deal with hardship and sometimes suffering on this journey. See what 

I mean - at the end of the first temptation Jesus was still hungry and 

at the end of the third temptation Jesus remained on a path that would 

indeed lead him to become the Lord of this world’s kingdoms but that 

path led him straight to his death on a cross. 

 

At the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel we are told that the name of 

Jesus will be Immanuel, which means “God with Us” – God and us 

belong together. The name Immanuel in a sense becomes the theme 

for the rest of Matthew’s Gospel - at the end of the Gospel, when Jesus 

ascends into heaven; he assures us “I am with you always, to the end 

of the Age.”  

 

Temptations many a time leads us to feelings where we feel we are 

alone and God doesn’t care. Temptations want to split us from the 

Immanuel, God with us reality. 

 

 



In a culture that so often embrace the bread alone philosophy where 

so many believe God doesn’t care, we enter the Lenten season 

acknowledging that we live from God’s words and promises and His 

actions in Christ Jesus, who is the bread of life! 

 


