
Scripture Reading: John3: 1 – 17 

 

A prominent German car manufacturer invited the media to a newly 

developed safety feature on one of their new vehicles. The test 

involved that the new vehicle slammed into a concrete wall at a high 

speed. Members of the media then went over after the crash to 

examine the damage inside the vehicle where the people would be 

seated. The damage on the inside was minimal; driver and passengers 

would have survived the impact. 

 

A reporter at the media briefing asked the CEO of the company why 

they share the secrets about the unique design with other car 

companies. The CEO replied: Because some things in life are too 

important not to share.  

 

How true. There are many things in life that fall into this: “too 

important not to share category” – just think of all the wonderful 

advances in science and medicine; new discoveries will mean nothing 

if it’s not shared.  

 

Our lectionary reading from John 3 today falls into this category of a 

message too important not to share.  

And the message to important not to be shared (16,17): For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. ‘Indeed, God 

did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him.  

We are entrusted with the secret how to survive the eternal spiritual 

crash that seeks to destroy our lives – the secret for safety and 

survival is found in Jesus, He is the one we proclaim. 

Let’s look at (14,15) as background for our eternal safety and survival 

- And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 

the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life. 

Jesus use an OT image found in Numbers 21 of a bronze serpent on a 

pole to describe the salvation he brings to the world. 



Numbers 21 shares the story of the people of Israel in their wilderness 

wonderings becoming impatient, and then they started complaining 

long and loud before God. Meanwhile God is taking care of his 

wondering people by giving them what they need for their journey to 

the Promised Land but when they had to take a detour it sets them off 

complaining. Listen to Numbers 21: 5 - The people spoke against God 

and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 

the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 

miserable food.’ 

God was providing them with life in a place of death - the wilderness. 

But now they reject God's grace and claim they’d rather return to what 

had truly been a place of death: Egypt.  

Actions, attitudes and choices have consequences and the 

consequence of this ungrateful complaining spirit is an agent of death: 

venomous snakes. People start dying because of snake bite and soon 

they make the connection between the serpents and their actions and 

attitude. So they confess to Moses, who then does what he so often 

did: he intercedes, he pleads for forgiveness on the people's behalf.  

What does God do?  

God doesn’t let the snakes disappear immediately; He deals with this 

in a different way by giving remedy instructions. Numbers 21:8 the 

LORD said to Moses, Make a copper image of a poisonous serpent, and 

set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.  

Looking at a bronze serpent becomes the cure for a deadly serpent 

bite - taking something in with your eyes, and then the healing starts 

from the inside out.  

This was news so important that no Israelite could not share it; it 

would be very rude and shellfish if anyone would.  

The news about Jesus is so important that we cannot keep it to 

ourselves - Jesus' words to Nicodemus and to us - just as Moses lifted 

up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up 

(be crucified), that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 



Jesus says to Nicodemus: there will be a day when people would cast their 

eyes onto an instrument of bloody death, a cross as the cure for death itself. 

A cross is the last place in the universe people expect to find any God; but 

that is exactly where the Son of God will end up on our behalf – healing us 

from the inside out. 

To experience the cure, we need to open up to Jesus words in John3:3 no 

one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above; and in (5) 

no one can enter the kingdom of God, without being born of water and 

Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit is the One who helps us to see, who cures us of our 

spiritual blindness, who takes away the venom of an unbelieving, 

complaining spirit. 

We should not underestimate how sophisticated this blindness can be. 

Nicodemus was a well-educated and very intelligent man. All the 

education and wisdom how important this might be, won’t allow him 

and us to see the Kingdom and experience the cure unless the Holy 

Spirit performs his specialty by opening blind eyes. Once the Holy 

Spirit cures our blindness, we stand in awe when we experience new 

life and feel the venom losing its grip on our well-being.  

To be born again is to be made new by the Spirit of God.  

Being born again according to (3-15) is about a personal relationship 

not about religion, about transformation, about a spiritual reality 

changing our lives. 

But how can this be Nicodemus asks?  

Verse 8: The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 

it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.  

Just as we humans cannot control the blowing direction of the wind; 

neither can we fully understand how the new birth transpires.  



The man born blind in John 9 and cured from his blindness by Jesus 

cannot explain it all. He said: I just know one thing: I was blind and 

now I see. And that is the testimony of everyone who is born from 

above. I cannot explain how God can transform a sinner like me into a 

new being, but I just know that I was lost and now I am found. I was 

blind and now I see, I was sick and now I’m cured - a message too 

important not to share: God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 

have eternal life. 

 


