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Merry Christmas
Many of us will have our Christmas trees up by now.
I wonder how many of us still have real Christmas trees in our homes - the kind that you have to water, that have
needles that fall on the floor and sometimes make you sneeze.
We cannot imagine celebrating Christmas without a richly decorated Christmas tree – just look at our sanctuary,
beautifully decorated by our young family Small Group – thanks so much friends!
Germany is credited with starting the Christmas tree tradition as we now know it in the 16th century
when devout Christians brought decorated trees into their homes. It was originally called, "The
Christbaum" or "Christ tree."
It is a widely held belief that Martin Luther, the 16th-century Protestant reformer, first added lighted
candles to a tree.
Walking toward his home one winter evening, composing a sermon, he was awed by the brilliance of
stars twinkling amidst evergreens. To recapture the scene for his family, he erected a tree in the main
room and wired its branches with lighted candles. He was the first person in history that brought the
Christmas tree from the outside to the inside.
But the first real Christmas tree was found in Jerusalem, 2000 years ago, not at Jesus birth but at his death.
Now why introduce a cross when it’s all about Advent joy?
For all intents and purposes, the cross was God's Christmas tree to the world. It was planned, planted, purchased,
and placed on this planet for the glory of God and the salvation of humanity.
Amazing when you think about it, how Jesus was related to wood all his life. When He was born, He was laid in
a wooden manger. He grew up as a carpenter, working with wood to make a living. When He died, He died on a
wooden cross - the Bible refers to it as a tree.
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree (Acts 5:30, NASB). And we
are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by
hanging on a tree (Acts 10:39, NASB).
We can never understand the importance of the birth of Jesus unless we understand the significance of Jesus’
death.
Philippians 2:6 – 8 among many other passages is helpful to make the connection between Jesus’ birth and death
– Jesus had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of
that status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the
status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling
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process. He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless,
obedient death - and the worst kind of death at that - a crucifixion (the Message).
On God's Christmas tree Jesus Christ died for our brokenness because of sin and the cross ultimately became a
reason for joy - just like a Christmas tree is a reason for joy.
The Christmas tree and the cross reminds us that there is hope in Jesus Christ. Every time you look at a Christmas
tree, always remember that you are looking at “Christ's tree”.
The Christmas tree and the cross also reminds us we are called to live our lives for Him – You must have the same
attitude that Christ Jesus had - Philippians 2:5.
To me a tree also represents life, taking carbon-dioxide out of the air and through photosynthesis it produces
oxygen which gives us the ability to live. Likewise, "the Christ tree" gives us the spiritual oxygen that we need
to live.
What am I going to do with "the Christ tree" this year?
Rev Johan
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CIBC Run For The Cure
Eight Members of Knox participated in the CIBC Run For The Cure in early October, 2021. Together, and with
the support of the congregation, we raised $1757.00 for the Canadian Cancer Society.
Here are their answers when asked why they took part.
Wendy Darroch: I am honouring my mother who beat cancer, but has now passed, and two girlfriends who are
currently dealing with breast cancer.
Ann Wilson: I just love to walk.
Geraldine Sanderson: I participate in memory of my sister, Marguerite, who died of cancer ten years ago.
Tony Steer: I support the Canadian Cancer Society to honour my sister, Margaret Hasenfratz, who passed away
in April, 2008.
Judy Steer: I walked to bridge the gap between when Knox hosted the “Presbyterians on the Run” team (2019)
and when we can all walk/run together again when St. Andrew’s hosts in 2022.
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Small Group Preparing for Advent
Thank you once again to my small group family for their amazing work at decorating our space for Christmas.
It looks amazing! A HUGE thank you to Dan, Dave, Lisa, Ross, Meagan, Ivy, Rachel, Tony, Eve, Phil, Maddy,
Mason, Kenzie, Gerry, Liz, Lily, Mart and Finn. Many hands make light work!
A Blessed Christmas to all.
Shannon
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Congregational Life Committee
Brings You
Coffee Hour Take-Away

On Sunday, December 19 we will have available Coffee Hour Take-Away Bags. The bags will be labeled for
either coffee or tea and each bag will include individual packets of either coffee or tea, hot chocolate and a
homemade 3 cookie variety package. You can pick up a take-away bag on your way out of the sanctuary after
worship service and enjoy a coffee or tea, hot chocolate and festive homemade cookies before Christmas!

Guess what? Christmas is coming! That means it is pageant time. This year we will be filming a short play about
the meaning of Christmas that includes both puppets and people. We will be doing the filming in our sanctuary
on Saturday morning December 11th. Our recorded footage will be edited by Ann Wilson and posted on You Tube
on December 19th.
Would you like to be in the play? You can! We will find a part and a costume for you. Just let Karen Bellamy or
Nancy Stepien know that you want to be a star. Send a message to: logos@knoxguelph.ca.
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♪ Musical Notes ♫
by Chris Fischer, Pastoral Musician
“Happy

Advent!”

By the time you read these words, the season of Advent will be under way once again. Back in 2019, nobody
could have foreseen how our Advent and Christmas seasons would have gone in 2020, or in 2021. As we continue
through these uncertain times, it certainly does feel like we’re the people Isaiah wrote about… You know, the
ones who are walking in darkness?
But Advent is about hope. We have hope that the light will shine in the darkness, that the darkness will not
overcome it, and that we will make it through these days of anxiety to sing those great songs of the season,
together again. While it won’t be this Christmas, we can be assured that the time for singing is drawing closer by
the day.
Our choir is back, not only on Thursday evenings to practise and continue to build our community as ministers
of the gift of music, but on Sunday mornings too. Though limited by physical distancing and masking
requirements, they are still able to give voice to our congregation’s praise, lament, petition and thanksgiving. For
Christmas Eve this year, we will pre-record a service of lessons (scripture readings) and carols, including a
number of familiar favourites that you can all belt out at home. (Seriously, do belt them out! It’s good for you!)
I have an unwavering hope that we will get to sing together soon. We certainly need to sing; there is so much
stress and worry being carried around by so many, due to the ongoing pandemic; there have been terrible weatherrelated disasters in British Columbia, where several Knox members, and of course many others, have family and
friends; there seems to be a rising tide of hatred, anger, and violence throughout the whole world. We need to
sing to express our feelings of helplessness, and to confess our faith that the Kingdom of justice and love will
come, as God promised long ago.
I’ve referred to the words of the Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55), otherwise known as the Magnificat. These words
of assurance in the face of foreign occupation, poverty and inequality are just as relevant today as they were nearly
two thousand years ago:
Book of Praise #123 (paraphrase by Miriam Therese Winter)
… Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes the insecure,
Leaves hungry spirits satisfied; the rich seem suddenly poor.
Indeed, God wants to turn the world upside down. This is the revolution of God’s Kingdom on earth: that there
will be justice and equality, and that there will be an end to greed and selfishness. That sounds like the kind of
world that can’t come soon enough. But until it does, we hope; we hope for the coming of the new reality foretold
in the Bible and proclaimed by the church through song for centuries: the coming of Emmanuel, God-with-us,
and the final victory of love and life over hatred and death.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King.
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing!
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In place of Sunday School and LOGOS this Fall, we are offering a program called, “Family Fun at Home.” Each
month a themed package will be delivered to the homes of the participating families. The package includes a
scripture and some discussion points, a grace, a thank-you to the cooks, a song, an after-dinner activity and all
the materials to complete it and a treat. This month’s theme is, “Rock Solid.” The scripture is Matthew 7: 24-28.
It features Jesus’ well-known parable about the wise and foolish house builders. They each built perfectly good
houses except for one thing. What do you want for the foundation of your house? What do you want for the
foundation of your faith? Here’s a picture of this month’s kit:

We included a letter to the families with information and instructions. There are rock-coloured balloons for a
centrepiece, a tablecloth and napkins, rocks to be painted, acrylic paint pens, and chocolate pebbles. These kits
will be delivered on Wednesday November 24th. Next month’s kit will be called, “Starry, Starry Night” and
will be delivered on December 15th. Oh no! Did you forget to sign up? Don’t worry! Just let Karen Bellamy or
Nancy Stepien know and your family can be added to our list of deliveries. It’s that easy: logos@knoxguelph.ca

In Memoriam
Church Register of Clergy Records received:

Deloris Sutton

Died November 4, 2021

Age 91 Years

Laureen Moore

Died November 12, 2021

Age 86 Years

Muriel Bedrosian

Died November 18, 2021

Age 85 Years
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A member of our congregation received this Face Book post and requested that it be shared in the newsletter.
An Open letter to Pastors
Written by Brian Dodd – Church Stewardship & Leadership Consultant
As a member of INJOY Stewardship Solutions, I get to have personal one-on-one conversations with over 1,000
pastors each year. I have nothing but the utmost respect for those who stand in our pulpits each and every Sunday.
There are several things I want to say to pastors as someone who sits in your church each week.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I respect your competence. You are smart and the world’s best communicators. You have a supernatural
ability to take a passage of biblical text and pull out the truths that bring us comfort and guide us toward
right living.
I respect your patience and kindness. You love us unconditionally in spite of our bad advice on how
you should preach or lead the church.
I respect your bravery. You do not shy away from tough passages which are not well-received in a
politically correct culture.
I respect your diligence. There are countless hard choices you are forced to constantly make.
I respect your preparation. Every seven days you give us a fresh word from God.
I respect your family. You live in a fishbowl and have to appear perfect.
I respect your generosity. You love people so much you are willing to earn far below the level of your
education so we can know God.
I respect your compassion. Your knees are callused as a result of constantly praying for us.
I respect your commitment to Jesus and His mission. Because you love Him so much you answered
the call to go into an incredibly unstable profession.
I respect your vision. You see those in your church as what they could be, not just what they currently
are.
I respect you for being by my side. Every significant moment of my life – salvation, baptism, wedding,
hospitals, baby dedications, funerals. You were there.
And I respect what no one sees. I respect the fact that you were broken to pieces by God. Personal
Heartbreak, Sadness, Doubt, Disappointment, Devastation, Hurt Feelings, Sleepless Nights, Unspeakable
Pain. You don’t talk about this part of your journey much. But one of the main reasons God uses you so
effectively is you have been broken to pieces for His glory and our benefit and did not quit. You will finish
this race.

And for this I say “Thank You.” And I and countless others will thank you every day for eternity because you
were willing to pay a personal price others did not. And because you paid that price, I and others I love met
Jesus.
You may not think anyone notices the price you paid. But this is not true. You are loved and respected. And
I just want to say one more time to you and your spouse, “Thank You.”
Submission to the newsletter can by sent to knoxnews@knoxguelph.ca

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

