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December 2022/January 2023 

Advent 2022 - Colour life with faith, hope and love 
 
As we enter the Advent season, we will be reflecting once again on a Baby born as Saviour of this 
world.  
 
This baby grew up and later in his life taught and healed, and before he left, he taught us to go 
and continue his ministry until he returns to make all things new.  
 
Have you ever when, you hold a baby, thought, I wonder what this baby sees. 
 
Babies are not born with their eyesight fully developed but they come a very long way in a short 
period of time. After the first week, babies will begin to see warm colors like red, yellow, and 
orange. Cool colours like blue, green, and purple come later as the cones in their eyes continue to 
develop.  
 
And then for the rest of their and our lives, we are surrounded by colour.  
 
Parents teach children to color from an early age when they hand them a colourless coloring book 
that should come to life with the help of colour crayons.  
 
Unfortunately, many of us pack away our colour crayons when we grow up. This should not happen 
because life many a time lacks color. It lacks the “spiritual colors” of faith, hope, and love.  
 
By God’s grace we have these three “spiritual crayons” in our hand to make our life, as well as 
those of others, more colourful. 
 
Let us continue to colour with the warmth of love so others will feel loved. For those who 
experience darkness, let’s encourage with the bright colours of hope and continually invite one 
another into God's brightly lit world of faith. 
 
Maybe you feel as I sometimes feel, wondering if I use the crayons to colour in such a way that 
others are drawn to the Good News of Jesus. 
 
Mark 4:26 – 28a was, is, and always will remain a comfort when I ponder these thoughts – we 
can only sow the seed, Jesus says. The seed grows all by itself and yields a harvest - “The Kingdom 
of God is like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, while he’s asleep or awake, 
the seed sprouts and grows, but he does not understand how it happens. The earth produces the 
crops on its own. (NLT) 
 
Let’s continue to colour with the crayons God entrusts to us and continue to sow the seed of the 
Good News handed to us during Advent, knowing that the Immanuel reality – God is with us – will 
guide us all into the future.    
 
Rev Johan 
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Advent Services 

Nov 27 First Sunday of Advent – Communion Service  

Dec 4   Second Sunday of Advent- Logos Sunday 

Dec 11 Third Sunday of Advent – Sunday School Pageant  

Dec 18 Forth Sunday of Advent  

Dec 24 6:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Service 

   10:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight service 

Dec 25 10:30 A short Christmas day service 
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♪ Musical Notes ♪  
Chris Fischer, Pastoral Musician 

 

“Intergenerational Worship” 

 
As Christmas approaches, I’d like to focus for a bit on the idea of “intergenerational” 
worship: all ages, worshipping together, at the same time, in the same place. Christmas 
is one of those seasons when, typically, even in congregations where children are few, 
they are afforded a more visible (and audible) role in services: think church school 
pageants, junior choirs, and the like. 
 
At Knox, we call ourselves “A Cross-Generational Community”. (Check out our website 
and just about everything on church letterhead.) What does this mean, exactly? Since 
2007, we’ve been running a program called the LOGOS Ministry, which has at its heart 
the conviction that relationships matter; that for churches to thrive and succeed in their 
mission to spread love and hope in the world, their members and friends need to have 
genuine, Christ-like relationships with each other – across all generations. 
 
Historically, Protestant denominations haven’t been particularly good at fostering these 
kinds of relationships. Sure, we’ve developed all kinds of programs aimed at seniors, 
men’s groups, women’s groups, youth and children’s ministries… You name it. But what 
these programs have lacked is an emphasis on forming and nurturing relationships 
between those categories of people. In fact, what we do through these types of activities 
is segregate one another: church school physically removes children from the worship 
space; often our services are not designed with the needs of folk with disabilities in mind 
– including dementia; and even when we make room in our services for young people and 
children to exercise some degree of worship leadership, we may often treat them more as 
entertainers than as disciples. 
 
What makes LOGOS such a powerful witness within thousands of faith communities, 
across denominational lines? It is the intentional development of a family model: adults 
and children together at table, sharing a meal, playing games, singing songs, being both 
silly and serious… Did you realize that many LOGOS participants of all ages spend more 
time together, studying and acting out the principles of Christian faith and life in Family 
Time, Bible Time, Worship Arts, and Recreation/Play, each Wednesday than on Sunday 
mornings?  
 
What I wish to emphasize here is that LOGOS is not a “children’s program” at all; it is 
church. It is an experience of relating with one another, across generations, really getting 
to know one another, and treating everyone as children of God. Everyone matters, and 
no one is left out of the circle. 
 
The next time you worship in our Sanctuary on a LOGOS Sunday (the next one is 
December 4!), I encourage you to celebrate and reflect upon the musical and other artistic 
gifts that our kids and adults may offer – within the context of worshipping God rather 
than performing for one another – and greet our young ushers/greeters with warmth. Talk 
to our children, youth, parents, and adult teachers and mentors (we call them “table  
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parents”), and staff, about what this ministry means to the strengthening of relationships 
within our congregation. And consider giving of your time, your faith, and your love, in 
investing these aspects of yourself with others in our church family through this amazing 
community. 
 
We are part of the Church of Christ because of the relationships in our lives. My own life 
has been changed tremendously because of the difference LOGOS has made (and 
continues to make) in reminding me that I am not alone. The Church will continue its 
ministry to bring faith, hope and love to the world through us, as Jesus’ hands and feet 
and (as a musician, I must add) voice. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes along the way, 
or to get your hands dirty: showing God’s love to one another can be messy, but also 
transformational and full of joy. 
 
Let’s truly become “a cross-generational community, sharing God’s love across 
generations.” 
 

 

 

O come all ye faithful! 

Join the choirs of Knox Presbyterian Church and Dublin Street 

United Church for Dublin’s annual community Christmas concert, 

on Sunday, December 18, at 3:00 PM 

at Dublin Street United Church, 68 Suffolk Street West, in Guelph. 

Freewill offering. Joy to the world! 
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Church School Chatter 
 
It has been a joy to have many of our children and youth back to church school classes. 
It was a LONG 2+ years! 
  
We are doing our best to keep everyone safe… we have air purifiers in every classroom, 
all are welcome to wear masks, our snacks are individually wrapped. We hope that these 
few things will help everyone feel more comfortable about returning! If you haven’t had a 
chance to do so, I invite you to ask me for a registration form for your child. This ensure 
that I have up to date information about them and up to date phone numbers and emails 
for corresponding with the families! 
  
Our Christmas Pageant will be held on SUNDAY DECEMBER 11 during our morning 
worship. I hope all our children and youth will be able to join us for this.  We will be 
working on getting things ready for the Pageant during classes on November 27 and 
December 4. If your child is able to attend for all 3 weeks that is awesome. If they can 
only be there the day of our pageant, that too is awesome!  There are plenty of ways for 
them to participate! 
  
We will have a joint all ages class on Sunday December 18. There will be NO CLASSES on 
Sunday December 25 or on Sunday January 1. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our amazing and dedicated Church 
School Leaders… Grace Kin, Peter Kim, Christina Johnson, Rachel Fishback, Mel McGurrin, 
Alison Redpath, Gerda Trollip and Nancy Stepien. We are so very blessed to have such an 
amazing group of people willing to volunteer their time and talents. 
  
“Train up a child in the way they should go; even when they are old they will not depart 
from it.” Proverbs 22:6 
  
Blessings 
Karen Bellamy 
Church School Coordinator 
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HELP NEEDED! 
 

Hello to everyone at Knox Guelph. I’m writing to appeal for 
volunteers who will help with operating our livestream system and 
the sound system at Knox. Before you say, “I don’t know anything 
about technology, so I can’t help with this,” please read further to 
know why we need help, to understand how important it is, and to 
know how simple it can be to do so. 
 
As you know, we have been offering online services since the 
beginning of the pandemic in March 2020. I have been 
volunteering my time to help our members stay in touch with 
Knox, and more importantly, to help them build and grow their 

relationship with God through our worship services. I initially had a great deal of help from other 
volunteers until the end of September 2020, when we went from pre-recording our services to 
livestreaming them. Since then, it has only been me for most of the livestream and recorded 
services during the last 2 years. 
 
The current situation is as follows. I managed to train someone who could fill in when I 
needed time off for a particular Sunday. He has been a fantastic help but has recently 
found another job that takes up more of his time, making his availability much less 
flexible. As such, there will be Sundays and other services in the near future for which 
we will not have a livestream service. 
 
 Namely for the following services: 
 
 - Christmas Eve 
 - Christmas Day 
 - New Year's Day 
 
 If we do not find other volunteers who are willing to operate the system, we will have more 
Sundays when we are unable to fulfill our duty of sharing God’s word with others outside the walls 
of our building. 
 

For those who think that the livestream will only hinder the number of people who return 
to worship at the church, I challenge your belief with the following statistics. Many people 
have indeed returned to in-person worship at Knox. Our YouTube channel tracks the 
number of viewers each week and we have had an average of 134 viewers for each service 
offered in 2022. In assessing our viewership since September, when things surged back 
towards a sense of normalcy for in-person worship, the numbers show that we maintained 
an average of 90 viewers for each week. 
 

Our livestream is an important form of outreach for those who are unable to attend for 
any personal reason. Whether they are physically unable to come to Knox due to health, 
lack of transportation, their physical proximity to the church, or simply due to other 
commitments, the livestream services give them a way to connect with God through our 
church at any time throughout the week! There are regularly 90 viewers counting on us 
to provide them with a way to connect with their faith, as we have done so for nearly 3  
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years. Please prayerfully consider volunteering for this most important of roles. If you are 
able to turn on a computer and browse the internet, you can be trained to run this system.  
 

Finally, we are also looking for support to operate the sound system. For years 
we have relied on Gavin Wade or Phil Gordon to provide better sound within the 
church walls so the messages from our Minister’s sermons can be heard. Lately, 
the duties have been strictly Phil’s responsibility. We need support for him as 
well. 
 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of helping with one or both of these roles. I 
will leave you with these passages from scripture. 
 

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 
well to serve one another. 
 

1 Peter 4:10 NLT 
 

Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this 
people? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me.” 
 

Isaiah 6:8 NLT 
 

You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly 
or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 NLT 
 

Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9 NLT 
 

Blessings, 
Brian Redpath (Jr.)                      
 
Please contact me at livestreaming@knoxguelph.ca to find out more. 
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A Note From LOGOS 

 

LOGOS has been up and running since September 28th. We have 18 children registered 
between Kindergarten and Grade 8. Did you know that LOGOS is Intergenerational 
Ministry? That means that all ages are welcome from the youngest to the oldest. Everyone 
eats, plays and learns together. Every evening has a theme, and we have lots of fun. If 
you would like to know more, please speak to Karen Bellamy or Nancy Stepien. We can 
find a role for you! At this time, we are especially looking for help in the kitchen. 
  
Our Fall session will end on November 30th. We thank all our volunteers who have so 
faithfully committed their Wednesday evenings and persevered through the on-going 
construction. You’re just the best!  We would like to wish all our members, young and old, 
a Joyous Christmas Season. See you again on January 11th when we begin our Winter 
Session. 
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Knox 178th Anniversary Luncheon 

After three years, your Congregational Life Committee was 
able to plan, once again, our Knox Anniversary in -person 
celebration.  Metcalf Hall was set up with display boards 
regarding memorabilia from the former Westminster-St 
Paul’s Presbyterian Church.  Our tables were decorated with 
placemats comprising of photos of our past/current Knox 
Presbyterian Church building(s) and how its look has 
changed since 1844. 
 

 
 
We had 60 people participating on November 6 by 
either dining-in Metcalf Hall or a take-away meal and 
dessert package.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I want to extend my gratitude for the efforts of everyone, 
adults and youth, from those who did pre-planning, those 
who assisted with serving, clean up, to those who took 
these pictures on our celebration Sunday. Each person 
helped to make it all come together.  Thank you. 
 
Wendy D. 
 

Seniors Connecting At Knox 

Seniors Connecting At Knox continues to follow their 
mandate of delivering monthly frozen soup lunch packages 
to seniors in their homes since its inception in October, 
2021.  This Ministry was initiated because of COVID-19. 
 
Homemade soup and homemade dessert are lovingly 
prepared by Grace and Gord on a monthly basis.   Our 
sponsorship from Chartwell Wellington Park provides bags 
for our lunch packages.  Chartwell also prints an Activity 
Booklet of games and puzzles for seniors to try at their 
leisure. This booklet is included along with our monthly 
menu flyer in the outside pocket of the bag. 
 
Six ladies, Elza, Jean, Lindsay, Nancy D, Yvonne and Wendy, deliver the lunch packages. The 
frozen soup monthly delivery has been maintained without interruption since 2021.  We are 
currently delivering to 27 seniors.  Delivery dates have been scheduled to at least the end of 
March, 2023.  

   Wendy D.   
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Fall Festival 
 
We had 22 tables of amazing things provided by 20 vendors. It was to have been more 
but at the last minute, due to illness, 2 tables were withdrawn. Our vendors were from 
Guelph, Kitchener, Fergus, and Toronto. The caliber of the products offered were excellent 
and all vendors reported being very happy with the day. Most have already asked to be 
included in next year’s event. 
 
There was a huge raffle table with about 40 different prizes available. Prizes were donated 
by the vendors and many of our generous members of the congregation. 
 
Our bake and preserves table, as always was a success and sold out early! 
 
New this year we had a table run by the Knox Ladies that we called “Gently Loved Jewels”. 
Many of our Knox Family sorted through their jewelry boxes and allowed us to clean, fix 
as needed and then re-sell these items to whoever wished them. Many people went home 
with some lovely re-purposed jewels! 
 
Our “craft” type items, knitting, sewing and crocheted items, also donated by many 
generous people of Knox, provided many more gift ideas. 
 
One of our small groups offered to sell coffee, tea, pop and water, as well as cookies, 
chips, Rice Krispie squares and other snacks. They did an excellent job at filling the snack 
gap of many! 
 
We are currently discussing the best way to distribute our profits of just over $2300, 
between our Women's Ministries and Ukrainian relief. 
 
A huge thanks to the many who helped out this year… people who donated baking, 
preserves, craft items, jewelry; those who helped set up and take down tables and chairs 
throughout the church; the many who acted as greeters, runners, or worked at one of the 
Knox tables; those who put up posters and advertised our event; the vendors; and the 
many who attended and those who kept us in their prayers.  Fall Festival was a great 
success because of all of these people! 

 
Blessings to All, 
 
Karen & Lindsay   
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KAIROS Guelph 2021-2022 Summary 
 
This year KAIROS Guelph, a volunteer ecumenical social justice group 
affiliated with KAIROS Canada,  focused on Indigenous Rights and Climate 
Justice.  KAIROS is supported by 10 denominations and religious 
organizations.  

 
KAIROS Guelph includes trained facilitators of the KAIROS Blanket Exercise, a 
participatory workshop that explores treaty history from an Indigenous viewpoint.  They 
led an outdoor event and, as COVID restrictions eased, several school, church, NGO and 
agency-sponsored ones.  We investigated two ideas toward honouring Land 
Acknowledgements: a real estate transactions tax of 1% going to an Indigenous-run fund; 
and a voluntary municipal tax payment going to local Indigenous groups.  We met with 
MP Lloyd Longfield, MPP Mike Schreiner and representative Councillors to discuss the ideas 
and feasibility. 
 
KAIROS Guelph produced a YouTube video, The InFUELenza Pandemic, to encourage 
informed discussion and climate-healing action toward a much healthier, fairer society.  
We participated in a network of Guelph groups meeting with City Council to advocate for 
effective local climate action.  
 
We circulated bulletin announcements on faith-based justice initiatives and events.  
Instead of our traditional public events, we promoted inspiring speakers and events 
available over Zoom.   
 
KAIROS Guelph welcomes new members: if interested, contact Elizabeth Snell at 
esnell@sentex.net.   

Eleanor Lane    Died October 3 , 2022   94 Years 

John  Jack) Lillie   Died October 15 , 2022   86 Years 

Donald Cooper    Died October 18 , 2022   95 Years 

 

In Memoriam  
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