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February/March 2023 

A final note to the Knox Church Family  
 
This is the lengthiest Knox News note to my Church Family I have ever posted in my more than 13 years of 
ministry at Knox. 
 
Since this is the last Knox News note as I say goodbye, I thought this should be fine – there is no way I would 
have started my ministry in September 2009 in this way.  
 
A fun thing to do with dominos is to stand them up on end in a long line and when they are all set up, you topple 
the first domino and watch the others as they fall.  
 
It’s not just children who enjoy doing this with dominoes, adults enjoy it too. In fact, there is such a thing as 
"Domino Day".  
 
Domino Day originated in the Netherlands and consisted of annual world record attempts for the highest 
number of toppling domino stones. The show continuously aired in November between 1998 to 2009 at the 
initiative of the media company Endemol Netherlands.  
 
Every year the world record has been broken, except for 2007. The current record stands at 4,491,863 fallen 
dominoes, set during the last edition in 2009. Producer Endemol announced the end of the production in 2010 
due to a lack of sponsors, but the show returned in 2020 after 11 years of absence and on September 9, 2021, 
Domino Day was postponed to an indefinite date – it might happen again this year, November 11.  
 
It took about two hours for the previous 4,491,863 record number of dominos to topple - and it all started with 
just one domino. 
 
You may be wondering what I am trying to get across in this last Knox News contribution of mine.  
 
Jesus in Matthew 28:18 -20 told his disciples, I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, 
go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
Eleven disciples left after the resurrection and what a responsibility – there is the world, you go and share the 
Good News of Jesus with everyone.  
 
Like dominos - it starts with one person Jesus; and then with the eleven and then one person tells another and 
another, until the whole world has heard the Jesus Good News.  
 
And it isn't finished yet. 
 



Knox News & Notes                                                                                                                           February /March 2023 
 
As I say goodbye to the Knox family, I want to leave you with some thoughts from Ezekiel 47:1 – 12, which shares 
a glorious vision God gave ages ago in a place called Babylon, to a Hebrew prophet and priest named Ezekiel, 
who’s name means “strengthened by God.”  
 
Ezekiel had a vision of a river. 
 
By God’s design and plan, rivers are a creation that brings life and, in many ways, impacted every human 
civilization and still do.  
 
There’s something about a river that resonates deep within our souls.  
 
Take Niagara Falls and the Niagara River for instance - something spectacular! Niagara Falls is always on my to 
visit list, when I have visitors that haven’t experienced this natural wonder before.  
 
Human history begins with the blessing of a river - Genesis 2:10 - a river flows out of Eden to water the garden, 
and from there it divides and becomes four branches. Human history ends with a river - Revelations 22: 1 – 2; 
17 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. The 
Spirit and the bride say, “Come”! And let everyone who hears say, “Come”! And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
Let anyone who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 
 
Water most of the time in a Biblical setting is a sign of God’s blessing, a sign of life and in Ezekiel 47 a sign of 
renewal and fruitfulness.  
 
In between these two big events – creation and recreation we live our lives as God’s people, and we are involved 
in God’s mission to bring life giving water to a thirsty world. 
 
We do this not through our own strength but through the work of the Holy Spirit. The water flowing from below 
the entrance of the temple in Ezekiel 47:1 is a vision of the new world of God, brought about by the work of 
Jesus. But it’s also a symbol of the arrival and work of the Holy Spirit through the new people of God, the church 
- Isaiah 44: 3 – 5, For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my spirit 
upon your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring. They shall spring up like a green tamarisk, like willows 
by flowing streams. This one will say, ‘I am the LORD’s’, another will be called by the name of Jacob, yet another 
will write on the hand, ‘The LORD’s’ and adopt the name of Israel. 
.  
Jesus connects the Old Testament temple with us believers in John 7: 37 – 39 - On the last day of the festival, 
the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the 
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 
water.” Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
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Jesus attends the Great Feast of Tabernacles. On this last great day of the festival there was a particular 
ceremony - the High Priest would make sacrifices of seventy bulls, one for every nation of the world. He would  
go out with a joyful procession of worshipers to take water from the Pool of Siloam which flowed from under 
the Temple Mountain. The people would chant Psalms and praise and would follow him back to the Temple  
Altar where He would mix the water with wine and pour it over the sacrifice. This was seen as a fulfillment of 
Isaiah 12:3 therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 
Now during the mid point of this high and holy celebration, Jesus said: Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and 
let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 
water - John 7:37,38. 
  
To try and shed light on the meaning of the living water flowing from believers’ hearts, the following story might 
be helpful.  
 
The story is told of the explorer who many years ago had just returned to his country from the Amazon. The 
people back home were eager to learn all about the vast and mighty river and the country surrounding it. 
 
The explorer wondered how he ever could describe his experiences to them - how could he ever put into words 
the feelings that flooded into his heart when he saw the exotic flowers and heard the night sounds of the jungle 
and experienced the river. 
 
He said to the people, go and find out for yourselves what it is like, and to help you I will draw a map of the river 
pointing out the various features of its course and describing some of the dangers and some of the routes that 
could be used to avoid those dangers. 
 
The people then took the map framed and hung it on the wall of the local science museum so that everyone 
could look at it. Some made copies of it and after a period of time many of those who made copies for 
themselves considered themselves experts on the river. They started instructing others on the Amazon River 
although they never have been there themselves.  
 
Jesus says - Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and let the one who believes in me drink. Come to the “Amazon” 
and experience for yourself and then start instructing and invite others to join you on the next trip so as to 
experience for themselves.  
 
Jesus in John 5:39 said something we should never forget - You search the Scriptures because you think they give 
you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me! This is why he could say to the Samaritan woman at the well - If 
you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you 
living water John 4:10. God calls us to take the map down from the wall and go to the river. Allow Christ to open 
our minds, to breathe his Holy Spirit upon us - allow the River to run through us because the River that runs 
through us is the Holy Spirit, sent by God to comfort and empower us for our service to the Living God!  
 
He wants to flow through you, satisfying your deepest thirst. He wants to flow out of you and into everything 
around you!  
 
God’s River runs from within every congregation, yes, from Knox as well!  
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This river brings change - there will be a great harvest from the waters - Ezekiel 47: 8,9 - This water flows toward 
the eastern region, goes down into the Araba (meaning the valley), and when it enters the sea of stagnant waters 
the water will become fresh. Wherever the rivers goes every living creature that swarms will live and there will 
be many fish, once these waters reach there.  
 
This means the river will flow into the Dead Sea and heal its waters so that everything shall come alive, and 
fishermen will use its banks as “a place to spread forth nets”. See the connection – the world is like the dead 
sea and we are the bringers of good news and abundance through the power of God’s Spirit living in us! 
 
God’s people are also the trees - Ezekiel 47:12 - On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds 
of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because 
the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing. 
 
There’s healing in our presence amongst others, and we bear much fruit, not because we are so smart but 
because the River is flowing through us! Reminds us of Psalm 1:3 – They are like trees planted by streams of 
water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all they do, they prosper.  
The New Testament Temple is present through every believer at Knox. 
 
1 Corinthians 3: 16 – do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?  
 
We share and continue to share the water of God’s River of grace and love flowing through history with those 
around us - Jesus did not command the whole world to go to church. Jesus commanded his church to go to the 
whole world. 
 
May God bless Knox as you continue the domino effect of Christ’s ministry into the future! 
 
Goodbye dear family and friends; may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
Rev Johan  
 

 

 

Giving Tree 
The Mission & Outreach Committee is pleased to report the Knox 2022 Giving Tree 
campaign raised $3510 for Presbyterian World Service & Development through the Gifts 
of Change program!  In celebrating God’s greatest gift to the world during Advent, our 
congregation has helped to change the lives of others. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed and shared generously to spread love, joy and hope around the world. 
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Musical Notes 
By Chris Fischer, Pastoral Musician 

 
"Lift Every Voice and Sing!" 

 
I chose this title, with apologies to James Weldon Johnson and John Rosamond Johnson, composers of what has 
become known as the African American national anthem, not for appropriation but for its message of 
exhortation: we are called to sing, as the Church, with faith and hope, and above all with conviction, "till earth 
and heaven ring." 
 
And the reason I want to emphasize this call here is that, in spite of being (as I write) in the midst of winter, we 
at Knox are entering a time of renewal as a congregation. As we begin the process of searching for, and 
ultimately calling, a new Minister, this is an ideal time to reflect on our vision as a part of the Body of Christ. 
 
If you look up Music on our church website, you'll find this under "Our Vision": 
 
"'The Christian church sings… (The) church that does not sing is not the church.' 
– Reformed theologian Karl Barth 
 
"Knox Presbyterian Church is therefore a singing family of faith. We sing, all generations together: 
to worship God; 
to celebrate God’s blessings in our lives; 
to pray for hope and healing; 
to grow in faith and in love; 
to become a more vibrant, welcoming and inclusive community." 
 
The verbs are key: to worship, to celebrate, to pray, to grow, and - most of all in this time of discernment - to 
become. 
 
Exactly what are we being called by the Gospel of Jesus to become? According to our Music page's Vision 
statement, we are to become more vibrant, welcoming, and inclusive. 
 
How do we do this by singing together? We do this by including all generations in our song; by singing songs of 
faith from all around the world church, understanding that we are a part of one global Body; and by actively 
seeking to leave no one out of our circle. 
 
In this mission of inclusion, let me reach out to all of our members who love to sing: your church needs you, to 
be its voice of faith, hope, love, and compassion, in encouraging and supporting the heartfelt praise and prayer 
of your siblings in faith. Your community needs you to be its voice, as we seek to affirm and strengthen one 
another as children of God, in our call to be Jesus' hands and feet in our neighbourhoods and beyond. 
 
We need singers to join our choir, ringers to join our handbell group, and players of musical instruments to be 
willing to take risks in using your gifts to enrich our community's shared song. Above all, we need as much 
unconditional acceptance and positivity as we can get these days: to let everyone know that they are loved as 
they are, for who they are; this is why we lift each other up, into the presence of our Creator, through song. 
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I ask you to reflect on how you can "lift (your) voice" and join our music ministry as co-leaders and teachers of 
this amazing means of celebrating unity in all of our diversity. 
 
Come and sing! 

 

"Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea." 
 

Interim Moderator 

As of this month, I have taken on the position of Interim Moderator of Knox Guelph. If you are not familiar with 
Presbyterian protocol, when a minister finishes in a congregational charge, another minister from the Presbytery 
is appointed to ensure that the congregation continues to function and pursue its mission in a healthy way, as 
well as guiding the process of calling a new Minister of Word and Sacrament. I’m grateful that I already have 
relationship with Knox and many of its participants, which will make the transition easier. As many of you know, 
I give leadership to Two Rivers Church, a mission within our Presbytery, and a sister church with you here in 
Guelph. 
 
My primary responsibility is to moderate Session and support the Search Committee after it has been appointed. 
Many will want to know how long it will take to call another minister, and my response is that there is no 
prescribed time and will require patience under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. That being said, if a congregation 
is not in serious upheaval or unhealth, then it can be anywhere from 8 months to a year or more depending on 
a variety of factors. I have already begun to meet with different leaders in the congregation to get a lay of the 
land, and look forward to beginning with Session this week. You will also see me here on occasional Sundays to 
preach and lead worship, and I do look forward to renewing acquaintance and meeting new folk.  
 
I think it is important at the outset to disavow any notion that I am an Interim Minister. This is another position 
entirely that takes up standard ministerial tasks as the congregation sorts itself out; I don’t believe at this point 
that Knox requires Interim Ministry. Vacancies in congregations are good opportunities for the members to 
realize that the way the church is meant to operate is that the members do ministry, and pastors are primarily 
there to equip them to do so and to operate out of their God given gifting. Pastoral care is something that should 
be done by the congregants amongst and for one another; it’s a beautiful thing when folk learn to care for one 
another out of compassion and attention to those in need. 
 
I am hoping and praying that this time of vacancy will give everyone at Knox Guelph an opportunity to reflect 
on their place within the congregation, and to prepare themselves to be a healthy, joyful ministering 
congregation that will welcome a new Minister to come and join them on mission in the community of Guelph. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Rev. Glen Soderholm 
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Vacation Bible School 2023 
Although it is only January, plans have begun for VBS at Knox again this year. 
 
The dates will be JULY 10-14 from 9:00 -12:00 daily. 
 
There will be lots of fun, praise, crafts, singing, laughter, prayer, worship and more for the week. 
 
Kids who have turned 4 years of age by the start of VBS up to those finishing grade 6 in June are invited to attend 
as participants. 
 
Youth in grade 7 and up are encouraged to join us as helpers… and of course adult leaders and helpers are 
needed as well! 
 
All of our helpers have as much fun or more as the children do!! 
 
Further details to come soon, but MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW. 
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Church School Chatter 
 
Each Sunday morning, a group of extremely dedicated leaders rejoice in joining your children for Sunday School. 
These leaders have taken the time to prepare a lesson, organize a craft or activity, set up their classroom and 
more… all because they want to share God’s love for all with the children of Knox. 
Some Sundays we have several children in each class.  
Some Sundays there may only be 1 child in a class, or even no children. 
Despite this inconsistency of numbers, our teachers keep coming back week after week prepared to show by 
their actions, how important YOUR child is to them and to God! 
  
Sunday School is about helping kids to learn that the church is a fun, safe place and that God LOVES them! 
Here are some of the benefits of Church School! 

1. Kids learn that church is a fun, safe place. 
2. Children can develop relationships with other Christian kids and with other trusted Christian adults. 

Relationships with others is so important in our world! 
3. Kids can learn from others’ creativity and perspective, not just mom and dads. 
4. It reinforces lessons that kids may have learned at home… be kind to others, treat others the way they 

want to be treated and more. 
5. It provides a safe place for kids to have faith discussions outside of the home. 
6. It provides a safe place for older children, teens and adults to share their gifts and serve God through 

leading the children! 
  
There are so many more benefits that could be listed! We look forward to sharing God’s love with your child. 
  
There will be NO CLASSES on Sunday February 19, 2023 which is Family Day Weekend. We know that many will 
be spending extra time together during this holiday! 
There also will NOT be classes on Easter Sunday. It will be wonderful to worship together as one large Knox 
Family as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. 
  
As always, if you have any questions about Knox Sunday School, please feel free to contact me! 
Blessings 
Karen Bellamy 
Church School Coordinator 
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Fall Festival Update 
Our Fall Festival last October was a great success, and we were able to do many things with the proceeds from 
this event. We purchased a 12-piece set of cookware for the church kitchen, donated $1,200 to St. Andrew’s for 
the joint churches Ukrainian Refugee Fund, purchased clothing and food supplies which were shipped to the 
Ukraine on December 3rd and donated $400 to the Guelph Food Bank. We also set aside $500 for Women’s 
Ministry at Knox. Once again, we would like to thank everyone who helped make this event so successful. 
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 Retirement Luncheon for Johan Olivier - 
January 22, 2023 
 

Activities for our celebration luncheon for Johan’s retirement 
have been in the works since last November.   

Metcalf Hall has not seen a sit-down lunch for 128 adults 
including children in a very long time.  With new folding 
tables/chairs, hardwood flooring and recently painted walls 
made it a refreshing experience. 

 

 

It pleased me to see Johan’s happiness and even being overwhelmed at times.  We accomplished our task of what we set 
out to do and that was pay tribute to, Minister Johan Olivier, who has given from his heart unconditionally and we say 
thank you for your commitment to Knox and our church family. 

It took many people to make this a perfect day for Johan.  Of 
course, good food always makes it delightful to gather together.  
I want to especially thank the planning committee: Wilma, 
Karen, Heather, Nancy D, and Gerda for bringing their gifts of 
talent and expertise to the table as we discussed all the special 
surprises we organized for Johan.  Also, I want to thank Shirley, 
Bill, Ray, Torchlight, Brian Jr., Mary, Chris, Carrie, Phil, Diane and 
everyone who helped put away the tables and chairs. Everyone’s 
part no matter how large or small to make this day come 
together seamlessly is very much appreciated. 

 

Several of you commented to me on having a great lunch and an 
enjoyable afternoon. This will certainly be a Sunday to reflect on for many days. 

For this event, those of you who participated in other ways and the numbers n attendance say it all. 

 

Wendy  
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Hello God 
 

                                   Hello God, I called tonight 
                                        to talk a little while, 
                                   I need a fried who’ll listen 
                                       to my anxiety and trial. 
 
                                  You see I can’t quite make it 
                                 through a day just on my own, 
                                  I need your love to guide me 
                                    so I’ll never feel alone. 

 
I want to ask you please to keep, 

my family safe and sound, 
Come and fill their lives with confidence 

for whatever fate they’re bound. 
 

Give me faith, dear God to face 
each hour throughout the day, 
And not to worry over things 

I can’t change in any way. 
 

I thank you God, for being home 
and listening to my call, 

For giving me such good advice 
when I stumble and fall. 

 
Your number, God, is the only one 

that answers every time. 
I never get a busy signal, 
never had to pay a dime. 

 
So thank you, God for listening 
To my troubles and my sorrow. 
Good night, God, I love you too, 

And I’ll call again tomorrow. 

In Memoriam  
 

Margaret Williams   Died January 9, 2023  89 Years 

J. Donald Laird  Died January 21, 2023  78 Years 
 


